Land of the Oak-Tree and the Dullard!

In Germany there has always been a deficiency of intellect,
and thus the mediocre thinkers attain the highest honours,
for even they are rare. FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, 1882-1888

The Germans are again boasting of their famous "German
virtue/' of which history has absolutely no knowledge.

FRIEDRICH  NIETZSCHE,   1882-1888

The German intellect has in all ages been deficient in psycho-
logical subtlety and divination ; and today, when Germany
is bursting with noisy patriotism and self-admiration, one
can see it growing denser and coarser as one looks.

FRIEDRICH  NIETZSCHE,   1887

For a long while past Germany has been so poor in great
souls, in mighty spirits, that she seems to have forgotten
what a great soul, a mighty spirit is; and today, almost
with a good conscience, and quite without embarrassment,
mediocre and even useless men enter the market-place, com-
mending themselves as great men and reformers.

FRIEDRICH  NIETZSCHE,   1887

That every sort of humbug enjoys a certain degree of success
in modern Germany is attributable to the now quite un-
deniable and always evident sterilization of the German
mentality, for whose cause I look to an ail-too exclusive diet
of newspapers, politics, beer and Wagnerian music.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1887

What the "higher schools" of Germany actually achieve is a
brutal system of training a number of young men with as
little loss of time as possible to be of use and profit in the
service of the State.                  FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, 1888

Goethe, who is  revered by the Germans of today theo-
retically rather than practically, could not endure people